ARTICLE APP

RSP A A ¥ ie) d rf
TR I A S f
ey

#By John'd, Flalka-
Vuhin;ml Suf Sull erur

! i
J;)The CIA ‘and the FBI have blocked
{the ‘public release. ‘of a General Ac-;
counting Offlce reporton & myaterg

zolym sslng

¢ nal powerful
investfgatwe 8 encles ordered -the
‘GAO report — finished last week —!
‘tobe kept: secret evén though GAQ
investigatqrs after more than & year
of mterwewing witnesses .and . dig<
‘ging 'into"the‘documentary’ remains
‘of the 13-ypar-old case, were never:

glven’ ,actess 'to’ sensjtive’’ CIAtand
FBI mes ‘on thematter,” *° ;5o

VeI a !etter sent yesterday to Comp‘,‘.

’troller Genéral Elmer 8/, Staats. the
chalrman ol ‘the Housa"Commerce
‘subcommittes that had requested the’
‘GAQ probe; Rep;-John D; Dingell, D
‘Mich,, charged there arg now, “wlde-
'spread: suspicions ‘ol ai govemment
‘coyer-up of. e:ther ‘a real ora feared
’diversmn and that~-.€‘full %ublxc dis-]

Tt .

it . p

case a pear to revolve around euher
‘'suspicions "ot ¢vidence held :by: the;
-CIA that-in the 1360s highly. enriched
uramum 'somehow found its way:
from=-aprivate’ company in “Apollo,}
Pa.;"to'Israel; where it became part
of the first atomic, .bombs in that na-
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" tion’s nuglear weapons program. (1s;
‘rael repgatedly has denied that I; has

‘a nuclear weapons program. 3 A ,:;. :

.,THE GOVERNMENT lirst began
to- suspect that something strange

“had happened at: the. company,, Nu-

‘clear Materials and Equipment Corp.
'_:(NUMEC). when; the firm; Teported
“that a large amount of uranium-was
‘missing from one of its fue} fabrica-
tion contracts. Investigators later
.concluded that -208 pounds ol the
.uranijum, roughly enough for.10 sma!l
_-nuclear weapons, had disappéared, -

3 At the time NUMEC was headed '

by a former Atomic Energy Commis-
-'sion . chemist, Dr. Zalman''M.

Shapiro. who had a number of busx-,
1
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.ness’ dealings with the !Israell ‘Atomic;
‘Energy Agency. Shapiro has insisted that

‘the missing uranium was lost in varmus, )

ste processes at the plant*-'

urmg the: “early 19603. iBecording: o
Ydocuments-, obtained ;: by . Investigators;{]
; Shapzro repeatedly was reprlmanded by,,
3the AEC and the U.S. 'Navy for lax se-
%curity practices that tended to allow too
ymuch _access by foreign visitors at. the
Lplant; include French and Israell sclend
gtists. The - plant - housed - government,

bomb-grade uranium- and plutonium. as
~well 2s-a library o!*classmed nuclear,
% weapons data. .. Setal by

»; However, according ta Howard Brown,
the main AEC investigator of NUMEC,! 3
uthe ‘'government was never able!toifinds
ssufficient evidence thati Shap1ro was in-*
ivolved in any illegal activity,.. ;
St Asked -how.he leels about the contlnu-
iing activities of the \FBI and the CIA in;
;the case, Brown, now aprivate attorney
Sin. Washlngton ~said’ he believes’ their’
£'stand is becoming unfaxr. *“The executive
wbranch is the only agency capable of plits:
vtmg this matter to rest once and for all, I’

Gthey-have a case they should brmg it, 1
5 they dnn ¢ they should admxt it.\s

THE FB! AND THE Justice Départs
ment have been in and out of the NUMEG:
case ‘since 1968, when the CIA first re-|
*ported its suspicions-about NUMEC and
srael to then-President Lyndon Johnson. 3
. Their latest entry into'the case came m
1976 ‘when the matter resurfaced at’ the’
‘Nuclear, Regulatgiy_Agency, the.succesd
-gor* afency to: the-AEC. At that point.
. President Gerald- Ford. asked that the -
\Ecase be relnvestigated.,
P” . Since then the:FBI h
dyide information on'the case'to congres-
yslonal icommittees “or: the: GAO on’ithé]
:basis that.it: would. interfere . with’ its’
xinvestigation. Dmgell, in-his letter .to
EStaats;isandythat the.; FBl‘g pos:;iun,.
;"stretches one’s xmagmation,'-;
¥ Dingell'asserted.that after 30" months
‘ot Investigation;.the. FBI had “still not inv
tterviewed ome’of the: central actors, u;,a

] v d
Sspokesman for: the Justice Department,
sald that whila the investigation is “inae-l
:tive,"” the'case is open. A CIA spokesman ]
~sald that the agency directed the GAD on'
i0ct. 125 not to release . ‘any part of its | redd
<post on: NUMEC.; Theireason for the re-.;
sport’s secrec‘y ».£lassification, the. CIA
_spokesman'sald, I3 classified,’ /. .t "
7. Shapire's lawyer. Abe Krash could not"]
‘be : reached cfor} comment., Krash . and:
‘other,.lawyers from his firm; Arnold &:
Porter; haye recently interviewed a num->
ber:of. former government -officials in-

elused to pmf-'j
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